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Abstract:  

The Skanda Purana presents detailed rituals associated with the worship of Lord Jagannath, 

emphasizing the sanctity and significance of his idol in the form of wood. This research paper explores the 

various procedures for the sacred ablution of the Lord, as mentioned in Chapter 31, Puruṣottama-kṣetra-

māhātmya, of the Skanda Purana. It highlights the spiritual symbolism, religious practices, and the 

integral connection between the deity, the sacred site, and the devotees. This paper delves into the process 

of the Lord’s consecration, the role of his wooden form, and the rituals of purification, bathing, and 

offerings, drawing connections to the broader concept of divine embodiment and ritualistic practices in 

Hinduism. Through this exploration, the paper aims to shed light on the continuity and relevance of these 

ancient rituals in modern worship. 
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Introduction: 

The Skanda Purana, one of the major Puranas in Hinduism, contains significant narratives and 

guidelines about the worship and veneration of Lord Jagannath. Chapter 31, entitled "The Lord in the 

Wooden Body," outlines the procedures related to the ablution and the preparation of the sacred wooden 

idol of Lord Jagannath. The significance of this ritual is multifaceted: it not only highlights the devotion of 

the devotees but also connects the physical form of the deity with the divine presence, bridging the human 

and the spiritual realms. Through detailed descriptions of the rituals of purification, the involvement of 

various deities, and the role of sacred water from the horse-sacrifice lake, this chapter provides invaluable 

insights into the practices and beliefs surrounding the deity’s wooden manifestation. 

The Sacred Ablution of Lord Jagannath 

The text describes the procedure for the sacred ablution of Lord Jagannath in his wooden form, 

emphasizing the spiritual sanctity of both the idol and the rituals. The devotee, having completed the 

necessary preparations, proceeds to the holy lake, a place with deep connections to the horse-sacrifice. 

The devotion involved in these acts reveals a profound understanding of divine connection and 

purification. 

कृतकृत्यं तदात्मानं मन्यमानस्ततो व्रजेत् । 

ऄश्वमेधांगसंभूतममद्रदु्यम्नसरः प्रित ॥ 

यस्य तीरे िनवसित नरमसहाकृितहहररः । 

नरमसहमनुप्रार्थयह तत्र स्नायाद्यथािविध ॥ 
1
 

"Feeling contented that he has accomplished what has to be accomplished, the devotee should 
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thereafter go towards the lake Indradyumna which originated as a part of the horse-sacrifices. It is on its 

bank that Hari dwells in the form of Narasiṃha (Man-Lion). After praying to Narasiṃha, he should take 

his bath therein in accordance with the (prescribed) injunctions." 

The Importance of Narasiṃha’s Blessings 

The role of Narasiṃha in these rituals is integral. The devotee prays to Narasiṃha at the lake’s 

shore, invoking his blessings for purification and the removal of sins accumulated through countless 

lifetimes. The ritualistic bath, followed by the recitation of the five Vāruṇa mantras, symbolizes a spiritual 

cleansing of the devotee and a preparation to approach the deity. 

नरमसह नमस्तुभ्य ंयस्य ते क्षेत्र ईत्तमे । 

सहस्रं वािजमेधस्य क्रतोश्चके्र नृपोत्तमः ॥  

आन्द्रदु्यम्नः प्रसादाते्त तस्य क्रत्वंगसंभवे । 

सरिस स्नातुमायातो मामनुज्ञापय प्रभो ॥  

ततस्तीथहतटं गत्वा कृतशौचाचमक्रक्रयः । 

प्राथहयेदंजमिं कृत्वा आमं मंत्रमुदीरयेत् ॥  

ऄश्वमेधांगगोकोरटखुरक्षुण्णमहीतिंः । 

तन्मूत्रफेनादानांभः पूररतािखिंपावनः ॥  

स्नातुं तवागतः पणु्य ेसवहतीथहमये जिं े। 

पूवहजन्मसहस्रोत्थं पापं स्नानािोमोचय ॥ 2 

"Obeisance to you, O Narasiṃha. In your excellent holy place, by your favour, the excellent king 

Indradyumna performed a thousand horse-sacrifices. I have come to take my holy bath in the lake that 

originated as a part of the horse-sacrifice. Grant me permission (to do so), O Lord." 

The Role of the Wooden Idol 

The idol of Lord Jagannath, made of wood, holds a central place in this narrative. It is not simply a 

physical object but is considered to be a divine embodiment, sanctified through a ritualistic process. The 

connection between the idol’s material form and its spiritual significance reflects the Hindu belief in the 

immanence of the divine within the physical world. The Skanda Purana details how the idol is to be 

treated with reverence, ensuring its preservation and the continuity of divine blessings. 

यस्योच्चारणमाते्रण तषु्टो भवित केसरी । 

ऄनेन दारुवर्षमाहिप ब्रह्मणा संप्रितिितः ॥ 3 

"Lord Narasiṃha becomes delighted merely by the utterance of this (Mantra). It is by means of 

this Mantra that the Lord with wooden body (idol) was installed by Brahmā." 

The Rituals of Offering and Purification 

The process of offering various items such as fragrant flowers, sweetmeats, milk pudding, and 

fruits forms a key component of the ritual. These offerings are part of a larger process of maintaining the 

idol's divine power, ensuring that the deity is worshipped in the most sacred and proper manner. This 

practice emphasizes the sanctity of food, offerings, and purification in connecting the physical and 

spiritual worlds. 

पूवोकै्तरुपचारैस्तु पूजयने्नरकेसररम् । 
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जपाप्रसूनैररुणैरन्यशै्चैव सुगंिधिभः ॥ 

चंदनागरुकपूहरैिंेपयेन्नरकेसररम् । 

पायसं िसतया युकं्त सौरभेयेण सर्पपषा ॥  

कपूहरखण्डसंयुक्तान्मोदकान्घृतपािचतान् । 

संयावान्घृतपूपांश्च फिंं नानािवधं तथा ॥  

शकह रादिधसंयुकं्त शाल्यन्न ंिविनवेदयेत् । 

दरृ्ष्वा स्पृर्ष्वा नमस्कृत्वा संपूय य नरकेसररम ्॥  

स्वान्स्वानभीष्टानाप्नोित नरो वै नात्र संशयः । 

देवत्वममरेशत्वं गंधवहत्वं च भो िोजाः ॥  

इिशत्वं च विशत्वं च सावहभौमत्वमेव वा । 

यद्यत्कामयते िचते्त तत्तदाप्नोत्यसंशयम् ॥ 
4
 

"The devotee should worship Narasiṃha with all the offerings and services mentioned before. 

Japā (China rose) flowers of tawny colour and other sweet-smelling flowers also should be used." 

The Consequences of Disrespect 

A noteworthy aspect of the chapter is the emphasis on the consequences of disrespecting the idol 

or the rituals associated with it. Those who treat the idol carelessly or fail to follow the prescribed 

procedures face spiritual and physical repercussions. This serves as a reminder of the sanctity of divine 

worship and the importance of adhering to established religious practices. 

नयेयुरप्रमादं्यतो भगवंतमानक्रदताः | 

प्रमादतो यक्रद भवेत्पतन ंमुरवैररणः ||  

बिंस्य वा सुभद्राया राज्ञो राय यस्य भीितकृत् | 

ऄिप पातयतां हािनः संततेबहहुदःुिखता ||  

नरके िनयतं वासो भवेते्तषां दरुात्मनाम् | 

िवमुहं्यतिश्चराद्दारुमयीयं प्रितमा कथम् ||  

ितिदेिवश्वसंतो ये भगवद्द्रोिहणस्तु ते | 

नरकं प्रितपदं्यते सवहकमहबिहर्षकृताः ||  

मूढानां नािस्तकानां च कृतघ्नानां हतात्मनाम् | 

धमहकृत्येषु जायंते ऄिवश्वासस्य युक्तयः ||  

ऄदषृ्ट ंयस्य याविि स तु तेन िविनर्पमतः | 

तदंते तस्य क्षीयंते प्रासादप्रितमादयः ||  

न चायं िनर्पमतः केन द्रमुः सोऽिप प्रवर्पितः | 

वरं ददाित या नून ंन चासौ प्रितमा मता ||  

िनर्पमतायां प्रितकृतौ पुरा मन्वंतराक्रदषु | 

व्यतीतेर्षविप वितंे जनानां च सुपवहणाम् ||  
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भक्तयस्तादशृो िवप्राः सवेषां पृिथवीिक्षताम् | 

स्वारोिचषेंऽतरे चैव अिवभूहतः कृपािनिधः || 
5
 

"Those wicked souls will have certainly to go to hell. Those who are deluded and do not have any 

faith or belief and say, 'How can a wooden idol remain for a long time,' are inimical to the Lord." 

Conclusion: 

The Skanda Purana’s depiction of the rituals surrounding Lord Jagannath's wooden idol reveals a 

profound connection between the deity, the devotee, and the sacred space of Puruṣottama Kṣetra. Through 

rituals such as the sacred ablution and the offerings made to the Lord, the text not only highlights the 

sanctity of the idol but also emphasizes the importance of purity, devotion, and discipline in worship. The 

wooden idol, far from being just a lifeless object, is seen as the living embodiment of Lord Jagannath, 

through which the divine blessings flow. The rituals, detailed in the Skanda Purana, ensure the continuous 

sanctification of the idol, and by extension, the liberation and spiritual elevation of the devotees who 

partake in them. 
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