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Abstract:

The Skanda Purana presents detailed rituals associated with the worship of Lord Jagannath,
emphasizing the sanctity and significance of his idol in the form of wood. This research paper explores the
various procedures for the sacred ablution of the Lord, as mentioned in Chapter 31, Purusottama-ksetra-
mahatmya, of the Skanda Purana. It highlights the spiritual symbolism, religious practices, and the
integral connection between the deity, the sacred site, and the devotees. This paper delves into the process
of the Lord’s consecration, the role of his wooden form, and the rituals of purification, bathing, and
offerings, drawing connections to the broader concept of divine embodiment and ritualistic practices in
Hinduism. Through this exploration, the paper aims to shed light on the continuity and relevance of these
ancient rituals in modern worship.
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Introduction:

The Skanda Purana, one of the major Puranas in Hinduism, contains significant narratives and
guidelines about the worship and veneration of Lord Jagannath. Chapter 31, entitled "The Lord in the
Wooden Body," outlines the procedures related to the ablution and the preparation of the sacred wooden
idol of Lord Jagannath. The significance of this ritual is multifaceted: it not only highlights the devotion of
the devotees but also connects the physical form of the deity with the divine presence, bridging the human
and the spiritual realms. Through detailed descriptions of the rituals of purification, the involvement of
various deities, and the role of sacred water from the horse-sacrifice lake, this chapter provides invaluable
insights into the practices and beliefs surrounding the deity’s wooden manifestation.

The Sacred Ablution of Lord Jagannath

The text describes the procedure for the sacred ablution of Lord Jagannath in his wooden form,
emphasizing the spiritual sanctity of both the idol and the rituals. The devotee, having completed the
necessary preparations, proceeds to the holy lake, a place with deep connections to the horse-sacrifice.
The devotion involved in these acts reveals a profound understanding of divine connection and
purification.

FAFcd TETCHTT HFHTTET TSI |
TN a2 oEL: I |
7o T Faaa EeEder: |
TREaITe q= rErEeTEty i
"Feeling contented that he has accomplished what has to be accomplished, the devotee should
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thereafter go towards the lake Indradyumna which originated as a part of the horse-sacrifices. It is on its
bank that Hari dwells in the form of Narasimha (Man-Lion). After praying to Narasimha, he should take
his bath therein in accordance with the (prescribed) injunctions."

The Importance of Narasimha’s Blessings

The role of Narasimha in these rituals is integral. The devotee prays to Narasimha at the lake’s
shore, invoking his blessings for purification and the removal of sins accumulated through countless
lifetimes. The ritualistic bath, followed by the recitation of the five Varuna mantras, symbolizes a spiritual
cleansing of the devotee and a preparation to approach the deity.

T AHEQHT T8 o & 394 |
TEH ATIOTHEET HATEF JaaH: |
TR THTET a8 Hea e d |
AL ST ATASTIT T47T |
TAEA (T AT FA=ATaHHT: |
STRIESTTor FeaT TH HAH A |
AN TG LT A : |
TR TRaTfaeTrE: |
TG TARC: [0 FAA AT A |
TASREgE e I ST E T o 2

"Obeisance to you, O Narasimha. In your excellent holy place, by your favour, the excellent king

Indradyumna performed a thousand horse-sacrifices. | have come to take my holy bath in the lake that
originated as a part of the horse-sacrifice. Grant me permission (to do so), O Lord."

The Role of the Wooden Idol

The idol of Lord Jagannath, made of wood, holds a central place in this narrative. It is not simply a
physical object but is considered to be a divine embodiment, sanctified through a ritualistic process. The
connection between the idol’s material form and its spiritual significance reflects the Hindu belief in the
immanence of the divine within the physical world. The Skanda Purana details how the idol is to be
treated with reverence, ensuring its preservation and the continuity of divine blessings.

TEITGTLOTHTA TN AA T el |
T FTEASHTTT FE[O St
"Lord Narasimha becomes delighted merely by the utterance of this (Mantra). It is by means of
this Mantra that the Lord with wooden body (idol) was installed by Brahma."
The Rituals of Offering and Purification

The process of offering various items such as fragrant flowers, sweetmeats, milk pudding, and
fruits forms a key component of the ritual. These offerings are part of a larger process of maintaining the
idol's divine power, ensuring that the deity is worshipped in the most sacred and proper manner. This
practice emphasizes the sanctity of food, offerings, and purification in connecting the physical and
spiritual worlds.

AThETA e T Ra i |

© 2024, The Brahmi1 Page 17


http://www.thebrahmi.com/

THE
BRAHMI (Peer Reviewed, Referred & Open Access Jowrnal)

Volume: 01 | Issue: 03 | Sept-Nov 2024 | www.thebrahmi.com

& ( The Brahmi, International Multidisciplinary Research Jowrnal

ST RO qarara: |
FEATNER L ATAALHA I |
T T Tk Jeedr aieT )
FATSH LA H G-I AT AT |
TATATTI AT el ATATIAE T4T
TR e oo fAfHaead |
FoZAT FYCZAT THERAT HYT TEHHH I
AT TS TETATI I A0 & 97 H9r: |
TICAHHLLTCE Tegdcd = AT fgolT:
Zforea = Ffored = ATEETHEH AT |
TEehTHIS o a4

"The devotee should worship Narasimha with all the offerings and services mentioned before.
Japa (China rose) flowers of tawny colour and other sweet-smelling flowers also should be used.”

The Consequences of Disrespect

A noteworthy aspect of the chapter is the emphasis on the consequences of disrespecting the idol
or the rituals associated with it. Those who treat the idol carelessly or fail to follow the prescribed

procedures face spiritual and physical repercussions. This serves as a reminder of the sanctity of divine
worship and the importance of adhering to established religious practices.

TALTIHT AT A TH T SaT: |
THTEAT ATS Aacqad qLAT: ||
FAET AT FAGTAT AT TaeT AT |
AT I g+ Hadagg:tear ||
e TR AT STerT g |
ERERIEREERIRRI LTI

faSafarasdr T Aragigoreg d |
T WA gasHaeear: ||
HE™T ATRARET 7 FAATAT ATHATH |
HFCAY AT SAfPaTaeT T |
TS T ATaTg § q dF A |
Tad T A Fd ITETRI IR ||
T =T AT e g Frst watsq: |
FT I AT T F ATET TIAHT 7T ||
et wiasdr @ geaaetay |
FATTCATT TG AT o AGITH ||
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TRFEaTgeT fam: Tt giErfifemaTy |
RISy 39 arfasa: Faraf || °
"Those wicked souls will have certainly to go to hell. Those who are deluded and do not have any
faith or belief and say, 'How can a wooden idol remain for a long time," are inimical to the Lord."”
Conclusion:

The Skanda Purana’s depiction of the rituals surrounding Lord Jagannath's wooden idol reveals a
profound connection between the deity, the devotee, and the sacred space of Purusottama Ksetra. Through
rituals such as the sacred ablution and the offerings made to the Lord, the text not only highlights the
sanctity of the idol but also emphasizes the importance of purity, devotion, and discipline in worship. The
wooden idol, far from being just a lifeless object, is seen as the living embodiment of Lord Jagannath,
through which the divine blessings flow. The rituals, detailed in the Skanda Purana, ensure the continuous
sanctification of the idol, and by extension, the liberation and spiritual elevation of the devotees who
partake in them.
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